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SUBJECT: ERG AMBASSADOR DIESEL COMMENTS ON HUSAK VISIT 
REES A. BONN7124, B. BONN 6874, C. PRAGUE 0967 

1 . SUMMARY: MOST IMPORTANT POINT TO COME OUT OF BRIEFING 

WEST GERMAN AMBASSADOR JUERGEN DIESEL GAVE ME ON RECENT HUSAK VISIT T 
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BONN WAS THAT CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT, POSSIBLY IN AN ATTEMPT 
TO PAVE THE WAY FOR THE BREZHNEV VISIT, EXPRESSED TO HUSAK HIS 
SUPPORT EOR AHIGH-LEVEL CONEERENCE ON ENERGY. TRADE ALSO 
EMPHASIZED. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCORDING TO AMBASSADOR DIESEL, CHANCELLOR HELMUT 
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SCHMIDT CAUSED SOME ERG MINISTERIAL lAWS TO DROP BY 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY EXPRESSING HIS SUPPORT EOR A HIGH-LEVEL EUROPEAN 
CONEERENCE ON ENERGY TO PRESIDENT HUSAK DURING HIS RECENT VISIT 
TO BONN (REETELS). THE OTHER TWO TOPICS PROPOSED BY SOVIETS EOR 
HIGH-LEVEL CONFERENCE, ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT.ALSO CAME UP 
IN DISCUSSION BUT SCHMIDT DID NOT BACK THEM, EXCEPT TO 
SUPPORT ON-GOING ECE STUDIES ON ENVIRONMENT. 

3. HUSAK'S MEETINGS WITH ERG LEADERS - DIESEL TOLD US 
CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT, IN ADDITION TO ON-THE-RECORD TALSK, HELD AN 
OFF-THE-RECORD SESSION WITH PRESIDENT HUSAK WHICH LASTED FOUR 
HOURS. DIESEL CLAIMED NOT TO HAVE BEEN BRIEFED ON DISCUSSIONS. 

HUSAK TOLD DIESEL ON RETURN FLIGHT TO PRAGUE THAT TALKS WITH FRANZ 
JOSEF STRAUSS HAD GONE WELL FOCUSING LARGELY ON BAVARIAN PROBLEMS 
AND APPARENTLY DID NOT TOUCH HUMANITARIAN ISSUES. ON THE OTHER HAND 
CDU CHAIRMAN KOHL ONLY RELUCTANTLY AGREED TO RECEIVE HUSAK ON 
UNDERSTANDING THAT HE WOUED INCEUDED ON BREZHNEV PROGRAM. 

HUSAK AGREED TO KOHL SENDING HIM A LETTER ON HUMANITARIAN CASES. 

THE MEETING WITH GERMAN INDUSTRIALISTS ATTRACTED AN UNUSUALLY GOOD 
TURNOUT AND WENT WELL. HUSAK PROMISED THAT GERMAN INDUSTRIALISTS WOU 
LD 

HAVE DIRECT ACCESS TO CZECHOSLOVAK ENTERPRISE OFFICIALS WHO 

WOULD ALSO HAVE MORE DISCRETION IN DEALING WITH HARD CURRENCY MATTERS 

INDUSTRIALISTS WELCOMED THIS BUT ARE SOMEWHAT SKEPTICAL. 
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4. DIESELSAID HUSAK SEF.MD IN GOOD PHYSICAL SHAPE EXCEPT FOR HIS 
EYES. HE HAS TO BE HELPED TO NEGOTIATE STAIRS AND HAS DIFFICULTY 
READING. DIESEL BELIEVES THAT HUSAK IS BEING TREATED BY 

A ERG DOCTOR BUT ALLEGED NOT TO KNOW HIS NAME. 

5. CSCE- ACCORDING TO DIESEL, ERG REPRESENTATIVES STRESSED TO THE 
CZECHOSLOVAK VISITORS THAT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FINAL ACT 
BY ONE SIGNATORY COUNTRY IS NOT SOIF.I.Y AN INTERNAL MATTER, BUT 
IS OF LEGITIMATE INTEREST TO ALL SIGNATORIES. SPECIFICALLY, 

THEY STRESSED THAT THE CHARTER 77 DEVELOPMENTS ARE OF 
CONCERN TO THE FRG PUBLIC. AS LONG AS SESSIONS WERE NOT PUBLIC, 
CZECHOSLOVAKS WERE RELAXED IN DISCUSSING HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
PROMISED BETTER TREATMENT FOR GERMAN JOURNALISTS. THE 
CZECHOSLOVAKS ALSO RESPONDED BY POINTINGOUT THAT IMPRISIONED 
JOURNALIST JIRI LEDERER HAS BEEN GIVEN PERMISSION TO LEAVE 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA IF HE CHOOSES TO DO SO. WILLY BRANDT, IN THIS 
CONNECTION, BROUGHT UP THE QUESTION OF WHETHER LEDERER WOULD 
BE ALLOWED TO RETAIN HIS CZECHOSEOVAK CITIZENSHIP. WITH REGARD 
TO THE 1980 MADRID CSCE REVIEW MEETING, SCHMIDT SUGGESTED 
CONDITIONS MIGHT PERMIT ITS BEING HELD AT "POLITICAL" LEVEL. 

(WE ASSUME IMPLICATION HERE IS THAT FOREIGN MINISTERS MIGHT OPEN AND/ 
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CLOSE THE MADRID TALKS.) 

6. CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT ACCEPTED AN INVITATION TO VISIT 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA NEXT YEAR, BUT EXACT DATE IS NOT SET. 

7. THE CZECHS WERE IMPRESSED AT EVERY STOP; EOREIGN MINISTER 
CHNOUPEK PARTICULARLY WITH THE INDUSTRY ALONG THE RHINE, 

AND THE OTHERS WITH THE PORT OF HAMBURG, WHICH DIESEL REPORTED 
WAS EULL, IRONICALLY, OE CHINESE SHIPS. 

8. DIESEL STRESSED SEVERAL TIMES THAT THE ALLIES SHOULD NOT 
MISINTERPRET ERG MOTIVES "AS AN EMBRACE OE CZECHOSLOVAKIA " BUT RATHER 
VIEW VISIT ""AS ERG CONTRIBUTION TO FURTHERING DETENTE BY EACING UP 
LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 
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TO ITS SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR CENTRAL EUROPE. " 

9. DECONTROE AFTER FOUR YEARS OF ORIGINATING DATE. 

BYRNE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, AMBASSADORS, VISITS, BRIEFING MATERIALS, MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 25 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PRAGUE01057 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 87-0267, D7801 77-1 178 

Format: TEL 
From: PRAGUE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780420/aaaaaqcm.tel 

Line Count: 140 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: df0249a8-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 78 BONN 7124, 78 BONN 6874, 78 PRAGUE 967 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2858716 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRG AMBASSADOR DIESEL COMMENTS ON HUSAK VISIT 
TAGS: PGOV, PEPR, GE, CZ, US, CSCE, (HUSAK, GUSTAV) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/df0249a8-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



